
The Ashton Valve Company 1871 to 1976

Main Office and Works: 161-179 First Street, Cambridge, MA 41

Henry G. Ashton established the Ashton Valve Company in Boston in 1871. The company primarily 
manufactured steam gages, safety valves, and air gages for railroads and locomotives. Ashton Valve moved 
to First Street in Cambridge in 1908 and rapidly expanded to fill the entire block between Rogers and Binney 
Streets. The firm was incorporated in 1917. By 1930, it employed over 200 people and had established 
branch offices in New York, Chicago, and San Francisco (Stone, 1930).

The Ashton Valve Company’s steam valves and gauges were very successful in the marketplace and won 
many medals at international expositions and world’s fairs. The company absorbed the Boston Steam Gage 
Company in 1898, and was active in Boston and Cambridge through the first half of the twentieth century, 
with business peaking in the 1920s and 1930s. Ashton Valve merged with the Crosby Steam and Gage 
Company in 1948, sold the building to Nicholson & Co., an industrial adhesive manufacturer, and moved with 
Crosby into the old Winter Brothers Tap and Die building in Wrentham, MA. The Wrentham building was 
torn down in 2012, Crosby was purchased by Tyco and still operates out of a facility in Mansfield, MA.

Pressure Gauge Restoration: March 18, 2020

Manufacture: The Ashton Valve Company

Model Number: 51 Pressure Gauge

Serial Number: 569810 (Circa 1930)

Manufacture Location: Cambridge, Massachusetts

Size: 8½” Pressure Gauge

Dial: Nickel Plated Brass, Black Filled Stamped Lettering 

Construction: Cast Brass Rear Flange Case and Flared Threaded Ring, Glass Window

Sensing Element: Solid Drawn Seamless Bronze Bourdon Tube

Movement: Brass with German Silver Pinion and Arbor

Range: 0 to 200 psi

Restoration By:

Colonial Instruments, Inc., 1 Chestnut Street, Nashua, NH 03060
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Certificate of Pressure Calibration

Charles D. Sheehy, Inc.     Date: March 13, 2020    

675 Bodwell St. Extension     Certificate Number: 87130-01   

Avon, MA 02322      Purchase Order Number: 022820-JAC   

Instrument/ Device Under Test

Manufacturer The Ashton Valve Company   Test Date March 13, 2020   

Pressure Gauge Model 8½" Antique Gauge   Due Date March 13, 2021   

Pressure Range 0.000 to 200.000  psi   ID/ Serial Number 569 810

Data Acquisition Method Manual   Condition Restored

Accuracy ±1 %Span Full Scale

>>>Calibration Test Results <<<
As Left Data

Instrument Under
Test Indicated

Pressure Reading

Actual Applied Reference
Pressure on Calibration

Test Standard

Instrument
Under Test
Deviation

Instrument
Under Test
Tolerance

Instrument
Percent of Span

Error
Test   

Results

psi psi psi psi % Pass / Fail   

   0.00    0.00    0.00 ±   2.00    0.0000 Pass

  40.00   39.80    0.20 ±   2.00    0.0996 Pass

  80.00   79.60    0.40 ±   2.00    0.2003 Pass

 120.00  119.20    0.80 ±   2.00    0.4001 Pass

 160.00  160.80   -0.80 ±   2.00   -0.4007 Pass

 200.00  201.80   -1.80 ±   2.00   -0.8990 Pass
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Colonial Instruments, Inc. One Chestnut Street Nashua, NH 03060 certifies that the measurement results contained in this certificate were obtained
using standards with uncertainties traceable through an unbroken chain of comparisons to the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST),
or through another National Metrology Institute (NMI) to the International System of Units (SI) via reference to national measurement standards,
established natural constants, or consensus standards. A Test Accuracy Ratio (TAR) of 4:1 was maintained unless otherwise stated.

   
Laboratory Calibration Test Standards

Serial
Number

Model Manufacturer Pressure Range Nominal
Uncertainty

Certification
Date

Recertification
Due Date

4556001 6270A   Fluke   0.000 to 200.000  psi   ±0.02 %Span  Full
Scale

March 28, 2019   March 31, 2020   

Reference Uncertainty: ±0.009 psig from -15 to +30 psig and ±0.06 psig from 30 to 300 psig

Ambient Lab Conditions:   Temperature:     73.0 F            Pressure:   29.685 inHg            Humidity:   27.0 %RH

Lab Test Procedure: Fluke / DH Instruments,   COMPASS for Pressure Basic 5.0.50    Data Acquisition:   RS232   
Pressure Medium:   N2   

Date: March 13, 2020    Certificate Number: 87130-01   
Instrument ID/ Serial Number: 569 810   Purchase Order Number: 022820-JAC   
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